
Is this event from my crash? 

The driver of a Volvo XC60 is involved in a hit and run collision.  The driver of the Volvo states he was 

driving down a residential street when he was struck from behind by a pick-up truck.  The collision 

caused him to lose control and strike a decorative tree on the sidewalk on the right side of the road.  The 

truck reportedly passed the Volvo on the left and departed the scene at a high rate of speed.  The Volvo 

driver indicated he was travelling less than 20 mph when struck.  He called a tow truck and had the Volvo 

towed from the scene then days later went to report the collision at a local police station.  The 

owner/driver signed a consent form for the EDR to be imaged at the tow yard where the vehicle was 

stored.  Photographs of the vehicle are below.  The following pages are the EDR report from the collision.  

Answer the following questions with justification for each answer. 

1.  Based on the EDR report and the information below, which, if any, of the EDR events are from 

the reported crash? None of the events are from this “crash.” 

a. Is the crash pulse consistent? – No, both events are very small events but the damage 

suggests much larger events. 

b. Is the pre-crash data consistent? – No, the driver stated they were going less than 20 

mph when they were struck from behind. 

c. Is what it says deployed, deployed? – No, side airbags are “deployed” but EDR states 

nothing was deployed in either event. 
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d. Are the ignition cycles consistent? No – both events recorded in the EDR occurred at a 

time significantly in the past. 

e. Does the lifetime counter or day/date/time match? Unknown – While the lifetime 

operating timer at retrieval is available the lifetime operating timer at event is not 

available.  No Day/Date/Time information is available in this unit. 

2.  Did the airbags deploy?  No – Based on the EDR data, nothing was commanded to be deployed.  

The airbags appear to be pulled out, not inflated.  Frontal airbags are likely to be deployed based 

on the damage to the front of the vehicle. 

3. What charges would you file in this case?  Group discussion based on your jurisdiction. 

  

 

 

 

 


